Film Review Instructions  
Revised 9/9/2020 I. What themes of the course does this film illuminate:  
1. Name them, 2. explain how the film deals with them, and 3. Describe what insight into this history the film gave you. (Think as you do this – why did the professor assign this film as (Work product for this section –prose, short paragraph) 
II. Break down historical analytical categories that the film deals with and illuminates   What is the films focus? How well did it capture the issues in these categories? 
Categories to include: Social, Political, Economic, Ideological.  
Other things to note in your descriptions: race, class, gender, religion, emotional connection (Work product for this section – prose, short answer/short paragraph for each category) 
III. “Two truths and a lie”: Factual Scale Vs Literary device 
1. Identify in bullet points truths/facts that are covered. 2. Identify events or facts that the filmmaker took some license with to make art that people can connect with.  
This section requires some research. You must research the event/time period the film is based on, the characters and turning points of the storyline, and the context of the real event. 
Please cite the sources you looked at to understand and break down the historicity of the film. (Citations should be included at the end of your review and should include Author’s name, Title of article, URL, and date that you accessed the website.) 
(How to get started here: You do this all the time…you watch something and wonder, “Is this true?” “Did it really happen? What are they leaving out? or “I want to know more” and you google it. Do the same here and also use the texts assigned in the class by going to the index in the back of the book, or use the syllabus to go to the reading assigned on that topic.) 
(Work Product for this section – bullet pointed lists.) 
IV. Review and rate the film 
Write a short review of the film and what its strengths and weaknesses are in representing a historical time period and historical events. You must write a synopsis of the context of the film AND the real event and then compare the two by making an accuracy argument.  
(Work product for this section – This is the most formal piece of writing for the assignment. Write a cohesive, analytical, compelling Review of the film. Write as if it were for publication. Maximum of 300 words.) 
Film Review and Analysis Form
I. What themes of the course does this film illuminate:  
1. Name them, 2. Explain how the film deals with them, and 3. Describe what insight into this history the film gave you. (Think as you do this – why did the professor assign this film?) (Work product for this section –prose, short paragraph) 
Theme of War and Its Effects. Throughout the film war was portrayed in ways for the viewer to understand what was really going on. Example there is one scene where Paul and others were bombed while just walking on the battlefield. Other scenes show the weapons used back then such as machine guns and cannons. Also a handful of main characters are deceased at the end of the film including Kat, Paul’s close friend. I think this film was in the module 1 category because of the lessons Paul learned. 
Theme of Nationalism. It is first shown when Paul and his friends are heavily persuaded into the army. They quickly rush in without even realizing the effects war has especially on young men. This film kind of reminds of what’s going on today. People are starting to realize who the actual problem is, just how Paul and his friends considered the men in power for their nation their real enemies rather than the enemies on the battlefield me I got from the film was war and what comes with it.
Question 3: the film gave me a historical insight about the occurrences at the first world war. The film paints a true picture of what actually happened. It also brings about the idea of appreciating the brave soldiers that participated in the war and fought bravely for their respective countries. I believe that the professor gave us the movie assignment to enrich our historical knowledge about the first world war and precisely the German western front. 
II. Break down historical analytical categories that the film covers as subject matter? What is the film’s focus? How well did it capture the issues in these categories? How does the film bring light to historical themes and movements/events/ conflicts/change? 
Categories to include: Social, Political, Economic, Ideological.  
Other things to note in your descriptions: race, class, gender, religion,  
(Work product for this section – prose, short answer/short paragraph for each category) 
Theme: Social Issues:  we vividly see theme theme through the aspect of education and family relation. Paul and his friends are taken to school to be trained about the war. Their teacher inspires them with ideologies about how it is important for them as men to stand up and became soldiers and fight for their country Germany. Paul and his group later on proceed to military training and then sent to the western frontline of the war.
Theme: Politics and Political Ideology: this thee are vividly portrayed in the film through the messages that Paul and his friends are told by their teacher in school before going for military training. Their instructor emphasizes on the importance of patriotism and nationalism. He challenges his students to stand up and fight for their county. The emphasis is for them to contribute on the flight to safe guard their motherland so that the future generations can live peacefully.
Theme: Economics and Class: the above theme is heavily witnessed through the presences of many soldiers in the film and a lot of amination. The theme of economics is vividly witnessed as the German soldiers are well equipped with amination that their superiors have equipped them with. The German side is seen to have had economic dominance such that they have a lot of aminations to give their soldiers in the frontline such as Paul and hi brigade. The theme of class is well witnessed as the poor contribute most on the issue of social classes. The German government has to recruited very many soldiers to fight their wars with is quite unfortunate. The poor are the less fortunate as their children as taken and recruited to the army at very young ages which is quite unfortunate. Individual at high societal classes take advantage of the poor and use them to fight their battles.

Other Themes to Highlight About the Film: the theme of death is vastly witnessed. Many solders in the film unforntunely die due to the raging war in the Germany western front. The best example being France Paul’s brigade’s member who dies at the hospital receiving treatment due to injuries caused by war. The theme of family relations is also witnessed as the Paul is being prayed for by his family members before he is discharged to go to war. We also see in the film that Paul is given the authority to take care of France in the war ground as the young soldiers embark on the war grounds.
III. “Two truths and a lie”: Factual Scale Vs Literary device 
1. Identify in bullet points truths/facts that are covered. 2. Identify events or facts that the filmmaker took some license with to make art that people can connect with.  
This section requires research. This section requires some research. You must research the event/time period the film is based on, the characters and turning points of the storyline, and the context of the real event. Please cite the sources you looked at to understand and break down the historicity of the film. 
(Work Product for this section – bullet pointed lists Citations should be included at the end of your review and should include 
Author’s name, Title of article, URL, and date that you accessed the website.) 
	· The film brings about a number of facts from the story. The basic fact is that the first world war was fought and Germany took part of the war. This made the government to recruit very may soldiers. This unfortunately involved very young teenagers who volunteered to go and fight in the war. Most of them died due to inexperices in the war fields. Germany was relentless and continued with the fight against their rivals and committed most of their wealth, money and knowledge to the war.
· The filmmaker really invested in the film vastly. He managed to construct a mock fighting frontline which everybody watching the film can connect with. The mock fighting zone really captivates the idea of a true war happening in the first world war. The challenges of injuries and casualties of the war are also witnessed in the film.
· The film is based on the first world war. The war occurred in the year nineteen fourteen to nineteen eighteen. The film basically features the Germany side who were fighting against the French, Russians and other European countries. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The characters in the film are quite unique individuals. They portray a picture of young adults with dreams and aspirations who were recruited into the war. Most of them had dreams and career aspirations before the war had started. They had to stand up for their country and became brave individuals who could be emulated and documented in the books of history for their brilliance.





IV. Review and rate the film 
Write a short review of the film and what its strengths and weaknesses are in representing a historical time period and historical events. You must write a synopsis of the context of the film AND the real event and then compare the two by making an accuracy argument.
	· The film is quite remarkable and excellent as it paints a picture of the happenings in the first world war. Germany was among the nations that heavily invested in the war. The war was just a show of might and military brilliance. Some countries like Germany were defeated and led to their downfall and almost collapse of their economy the film show how very many soldiers and people died due to the war at era. 
· The strength in the movie is vividly seen when the individuals such as Paul represent the brave soldiers that participated in the great wars of the world. The weaknesses are represented by the themes such as death, destructions of property and other disadvantages of war in the film. 
· The other weakness portrayed in the film is that of inclusions of the young adults and teenagers in the film who were fighting in the war actively. Comparison between the real war and the mock war that was filmed is quite easy. 
· Both the two represent an important historical event that occurred in the history of the world. The events will forever live in our hearts and will be taught for years to come in various history classes. The film producers have done a commendable job in doing the film and deserve an appreciation for commemorating such an important historical event in a movie. 
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